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A wonderful donation

The ABEF would like thank the Shirley Family
Foundation and give recognition for their wonder-
ful donation this past fall to the ABEF. The an-
nouncement was given by during the Alaska Bald
Eagle Festival. Ed Shirley of Bufort, Ga. a Charter
Trustee of the ABEF and Founder of the Shirley
Family Foundation, and a man who made his for-
tune manufacturing wheelchairs and other medical
equipment, became fascinated with bald eagles af-
ter a visit to Haines in the late 1980s. "He loved
the eagle," said Dave Olerud, founder of the
Haines foundation. "He came here and was in
heaven." During construction of the foundation's
building in 1987, a wall that volunteers, including
Olerud, were raising fell on Olerud, breaking his
back. Paralyzed from the waist down, Olerud has
been in a wheelchair since. He and Shirley hit it off
immediately. After esophageal cancer claimed
Shirley in 2005, his daughter, Susan Flowers, took
up his passion. Susan was named to the Founda-
tion's Board of Trustees last year. The Shirley
Family Foundations donation will generate a
steady income stream that will go toward education
and research, including an intern program that
brings students to Haines from universities in the
Lower 48. The principal will never be spent. Susan
Flowers one of our Trustees oversees the Founda-
tion's student internship programs, traveling to
several universities to interview prospective interns.
A sincere thank you to the Shirley Family Founda-
tion for ensuring the future of the student intern-

ship program and for all your support.
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Our Construction continues

Even winter in Haines won’t stop us now.
We are in full swing with our construction at the
ABEF. This last couple of months we have had
our windows installed and the next step will be
having our restrooms, heating system and electric
put in. Soon the interior walls and stairs to the
2cnd level followed by ceilings, insulation & car-
pet! Our fencing has been completed surrounding
our outdoor mews, which will house a variety of
birds as well as in our attached mew. Our plans
are to have our birds occupying the new Mew
building this coming spring. Our guest will have
the opportunity to view the birds thru 5 large
windows on the upper floor , 3 windows on the
ground level and a viewing area in the aviary. We
will have live bird presentations and a bird han-
dler on staff as well as trained volunteers to help
care for our birds. Once the birds are settled in
and have grown accustomed to their new home
the programs will begin in earnest. The ABEF
will begin eagle caretaking and handling training
once all the birds have arrived. If you have some
interest in training please contact the office at

907-766-3094 1
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Our 15th Annual Festival Highlights!

Our 15th Annual Bald Eagle
Festival was once again a
success. This year we had
201 participants during the 5
day event. In addition we
were honored to have a
Lynx, Porcupine, & Wolver-
ine presentation by Steve
Kroshcel of Kroshcel's
Wildlife. Petra a 13 Lb eagle
attended with Lisa Pajot
from Bird TLC in Anchorage
as well as Nugget a Barn
Owl and Phil a gyr Falcon
with Irene Morris from Jun-
eau Raptor Center. Photog-
raphy classes at the Chilkat
Eagle Preserve, and Tours of
Kroshcel s Wi
with photography opportuni-
ties were a few of the high-
lights of the festival. Plans
are in the works for our 16th
Annual Festival.
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Mark your Calendar!
Nov. 10 -14th 2010

http://baldeaglefestival.org/

We will have our New mew build-
ing open with our new resident
Eagles to photograph. Live bird
brésén?ationg sﬂ?)t5g?af)hy work-
shops by Weldon Lee our Photog-
rapher of the year, Digital Art
Workshops, our Silent Auction,
Chocolate Extravaganza and
presentations by our guest speak-
ers! Two Photography tours of

Kroshcel ds wi

This  will be a year not

to be missed.
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Festival Presentations & Fundraising

We had 22 Presentations this year
including Birds of the Yukon, Chilkat

Valley Bird Evolutionary Changes,

The Mystery of Mushrooms, Yukon
wildlife stories, Sea Duck Research,
Bald Eagle Anatomy & Physiology,
Ornithology programs, Wolf stories,

& Injured bird handling, Eagle

viewing with Bus transportation, Live

bird presentation , & Injured bird

handling classes to name a few! We
had a ceremony at the Preserve hy
the Elders in Kluckwan, including

dancing and songs explaining the
relationship between the Eagle and
Raven Clan's .

Our First Annual Chocolate Ex-
travaganza Fundraiser featured
Chocolate cherry porcupines, Al-
mond Shrews, noseems, mosqui-
toes , Moose Truffles, Bear scat,
Chocolate cinnamon moose drop-
pings all crafted out of chocolate.
Chocolate Cakes with Truffle Top-
ping, Raspberry Chocolate Tarts &
White Chocolate Swans all home-
made by a local baker Rusty Goodin

Following our Chocolate Extrava-
ganza we had our Silent auction! Our
Auction raised over $2,000.00 featur-
ing Framed photographs, Limited
edition prints, moose antlers carv-
ings, wood carvings, handmade
scarves, Eagle Porcelain plates and
everything in -between. Our silent
Auction was set up for 3 days with
bidding open. Al Batt was our Auc-
tioneer for the evening. This will be
an annual event ! Donations of Auc-
tion items gladly accepted. We are a
501(c)3 so your donations will be tax
deductible. Call Cheryl the Office
for details 1 -907-766-3094



Dan hart in training at Auburn University :

The American Bald Eagle Foundation would like to Thank
Auburn University's School of Veterinary Medicine South-
eastern Raptor Center for their wonderful assistance. Dur-
ing the past few months Dr. Dan Hart one of our executive
trustees has been at the Raptor center training to handle
Eagles and other raptors. Part of his training has been
learning to safely handle bald and golden eagles. He has
learned to "cast" them, to "cope" their beaks when needed
(grind down abnormal growths of beaks that are mal-
formed). He has learned to make leather cuffs and jesses,
raptor leashes and how to put them on raptors. Learned
"hooding and un -hooding" of raptors. Learned to weigh,
feed, and fly or train the eagles. Dan has also learned about
proper nutrition for the raptors. He has had the opportunity
to sit in on multiple raptor surgeries in the rehab section
(wing pins, ocular enucleation, etc.). He has handled, pre-
sented, and/or flew the following species: Barn owl, barred
owl, screech owl, great horned owl, golden eagle, bald eagle,
peregrine falcon, saker falcon, red shouldered hawk, red
tailed hawk, American kestrel, turkey vulture, black vul-
ture, and Harris hawks. Dan has also made multiple educa-
tional presentations to students at the elementary, junior
high, senior high, and collegiate level.

The purpose of the training is to alleviate the ABEF hav-
ing to depend on a 3rd party permittee to maintain eagles at
the center. By having someone on the ABEF team certified
to handle and present eagles/raptors, we ensure the future
integrity of the ABEF's programs and ensure they are al-
ways the paramount reason for anything we
do. Additionally, this action also ensures the ABEF can train
its own volunteer staff for future maintenance of the eagle/
raptor program. A heartfelt thank Auburn University's
School of Veterinary Medicine ---Southeastern Raptor Center
for their wonderful help. We would like to extend a sincere
Thank you to the following people for making it possible:

Dr. Jamie Bellah, Chief of Vet. Medicine for the raptor
center. Roy Crowe, Director of the Southeastern Raptor Cen-
ter. Marianne Hudson, Wildlife Biologist & Educator/
rehabilitation specialist/falconer. Liz Crandall, Director of
Rehabilitation.  Upon completion of the training program
Dr. Dan Hart will have over 500 documented and certifiable
hours working directly with Bald and Golden Eagles in an
effort to fulfill the USF&WS and ADF&G recommendations
for permitting the housing and educational presenting of
eagles in Alaska.




Our 2010 photo of the year

Meet Our New Trustee Al Batt

Al Batt of rural Hartland, Minnesota is
a writer, speaker, storyteller and humor-
ist. Al, who was born and raised on a
farm near Hartland, lives with his wife
Gail. Al writes three weekly humor and
nature columns for many newspapers,
and does a regular radio show about na-

ture on a number of radio stations. He

Congratulations to Anne
Puffer for her submission named
0The Haul Out o
chosen as our Photo of the year
from many submitted. Anne
caught this photo of the Eagle on
the Chilkat Eagle preserve haul-
ing this salmon from the river.
Anne retired from the U.S. Forest
Service and retired to Haines,
Alaska. She can be spotted on the
river most everyday photograph-
ing the eagles.

Congratulations Anne!

If you would like to have this
prestigious honor please submit
your photo by Dec. 31st 2010

Thi



